GM-CSF (1 nM), TNFt (0.3 nM), endotoxin (1 Itg/ml) or formyl-Met-Leu-Phe (100 nM) for up to 16 h were not successful. Addition of human PMN primed by GM-CSF (1 nM) to rabbit aortic ring preparations precontracted with phenylephrine had no effect on tone. In contrast to these observations, PMN, isolated 
Introduction
Nitric oxide (NO) is a relatively long-lived free radical (half-life of 3-5 s) which is identical to, or is the active component of, endothelium derived relaxing factor. 1'2 It is claimed that NO has significant roles in haemostasis, regulation of systemic blood pressure, neurotransmission and immune responses. 3'4 Many of the physiological actions of NO appear to be mediated by activation of soluble guanylate cyclase, 4 whereas the cytotoxic activities in host defence responses appear to involve toxic interactions with Fe-S proteins. 5'6 NO biosynthesis has been reported to occur in a variety of cell types including endothelial cells, vascular smooth muscle cells, 8 
